Year 8 Poetry 8: The Silent Forest

Read the following poem and answer the questions below:

The Silent Forest

In the heart of the silent wood,

Where shadows stretch and trees have stood,
For centuries beneath the sky,

The forest breathes, a whispered sigh.

No bird disturbs the stillness here,

No creature’s call, no hint of fear.

The leaves hang low, the branches sway,
In quiet dance at close of day.

The path is old, with moss o’ergrown,
A trail by feet of ancients known.

Yet none now tread this hidden way,
The forest guards what none can say.

The sun departs, the light grows dim,
The twilight fills the forest’s rim.

And in the dark, a secret stirs,

A memory that never blurs.

The forest keeps its tales untold,

In roots that twist and leaves that fold.
But listen close, and you may hear,
The silent whispers, faint but clear.

Free English Worksheets « www.successtutoring.com.au



Multiple Choice Questions

1. What is the primary setting of the poem?
A) A bustling city
B) A silent forest
C) A mountain peak

D) A tranquil river

2. What do the "whispers" in the poem symbolize?
A) The noise of the city
B) The forest's secrets
C) The wind in the trees

D) The calls of animals

3. Which language technigue is used in "The forest breathes, a whispered sigh"?
A) Simile
B) Hyperbole
C) Personification

D) Alliteration

4. What mood is created by the line "No bird disturbs the stillness here"?
A) Peaceful
B) Chaaotic
C) Joyful

D) Suspenseful
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5. What does the poet imply by "The forest guards what none can say"?
A) The forest hides many untold stories
B) The forest is barren and empty
C) The forest is full of danger

D) The forest is full of life

6. How does the poet describe the relationship between the forest and time?
A) The forest is untouched by time
B) The forest is dying
C) The forest changes with time

D) The forest fears time

7. Which language technique is evident in "The leaves hang low, the branches sway"?
A) Onomatopoeia
B) Simile
C) Imagery

D) Metaphor

8. What does the poet mean by "A memory that never blurs"?
A) The forest has forgotten its past
B) The forest holds onto its past
C) The forest is constantly changing

D) The forest is indifferent to memory
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9. How does the poet use contrast in the poem?
A) By contrasting the silence with the noise of life
B) By contrasting the forest with the open fields
C) By contrasting light with darkness

D) By contrasting movement with stillness

10. Which of the following is a theme of the poem?
A) The excitement of exploration
B) The mystery of nature
C) The power of friendship

D) The joy of discovery
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Short Answer Questions

1. How does the poet use personification in the poem?

2. What is the effect of the metaphor "The forest breathes, a whispered sigh"?

3. Identify the rhyme scheme of the first stanza.

4. How does the poet create a sense of mystery in the poem?
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5. Discuss the significance of the forest being "silent" in the poem.

6. What does the phrase "The path is old, with moss o’ergrown" suggest about the forest?

7. How does the poet contrast the twilight with the dark?

8. What is the mood conveyed in the final stanza, and how is it achieved?
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9. How does the poet convey the theme of secrecy in the poem?

10. What is the overall message of the poem regarding the forest?
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Answer Key

Multiple Choice Answers:
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10.

B) A silent forest

B) The forest's secrets

C) Personification

A) Peaceful

A) The forest hides many untold stories
A) The forest is untouched by time

C) Imagery

B) The forest holds onto its past

D) By contrasting movement with stillness
B) The mystery of nature

Short Answer Key:

1.

w

10.

The poet personifies the forest by describing it as breathing and sighing, giving it human-
like qualities that add a sense of life and presence to the natural setting.

The metaphor "The forest breathes, a whispered sigh" suggests that the forest is alive
and sentient, capable of expressing emotions, which enhances the mysterious and
tranquil atmosphere of the poem.

The rhyme scheme of the first stanza is AABB.

The poet creates a sense of mystery by describing the forest as silent and guarding
untold secrets, with imagery that evokes ancient paths, fading light, and hidden
memories.

The significance of the forest being "silent” is that it suggests an atmosphere of secrecy
and stillness, where nature's mysteries are preserved, undisturbed by human presence
or the noise of life.

The phrase "The path is old, with moss o’ergrown" suggests that the forest is ancient
and untouched by time, with paths that have been forgotten and reclaimed by nature,
emphasizing its age and mystery.

The poet contrasts the twilight with the dark by describing how the light fades and the
shadows deepen, creating a transition from day to night that adds to the poem’s sense
of secrecy and the unknown.

The mood conveyed in the final stanza is one of quiet mystery and reflection, achieved
through the imagery of silent whispers and hidden tales, suggesting that the forest holds
secrets that can only be discovered by those who listen closely.

The poet conveys the theme of secrecy by describing the forest as a place that guards
untold stories, where the silence and stillness are imbued with hidden meanings and
memories waiting to be uncovered.

The overall message of the poem is that the forest is a place of ancient mysteries and
untold secrets, where nature preserves the past and holds onto its memories, inviting
those who enter to explore its depths with reverence..
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