Year 8 Poetry 4: The Silent Forest

Read the following poem and answer the questions below:

The Silent Forest

Deep within the forest’s heart,

Where sunlight barely dares to part,
The trees stand tall, in solemn rows,
Guardians of secrets nobody knows.

The air is thick with whispers low,

Of ancient tales the winds bestow.

Each rustling leaf, each creaking bough,
Tells a story of then and now.

The river weaves its winding path,

A silver thread through nature’s wrath.
It murmurs softly, calm and slow,
Echoes of times from long ago.

No footsteps mar the forest floor,

Where peace and stillness reign before.
But listen close, and you may hear,

The songs of those who once were near.

In this place, so wild, so free,

The silent forest holds the key.

To mysteries that lie untold,

In shadows deep and roots so old.
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Multiple Choice Questions
1. What is the main setting of the poem?
A) A bustling city
B) A quiet village
C) A silent forest

D) A flowing river

2. What do the trees symbolize in the poem?
A) Modern technology
B) Guardians of secrets
C) Obstacles in life

D) Human progress

3. Which language technigue is used in "The river weaves its winding path"?
A) Simile
B) Metaphor
C) Personification

D) Hyperbole

4. What mood is created by the line "The air is thick with whispers low"?
A) Joyful
B) Mysterious
C) Chaaotic

D) Humorous
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5. What does the poet imply by "No footsteps mar the forest floor"?
A) The forest is untouched by humans
B) The forest is full of people
C) The forest is dangerous

D) The forest is well-trodden

6. What technique is used in "The silent forest holds the key"?
A) Onomatopoeia
B) Personification
C) Simile

D) Alliteration

7. What does the poet mean by "Echoes of times from long ago"?
A) The river repeats current events
B) The river speaks of ancient history
C) The river ignores the past

D) The river rushes toward the future

8. Which of the following best describes the tone of the poem?
A) Reflective
B) Celebratory
C) Anxious

D) Angry
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9. What is the significance of the phrase "Guardians of secrets nobody knows"?
A) It suggests that the trees are powerful beings
B) It implies that the trees are hiding something
C) It indicates that the trees are unimportant

D) It means that the trees are alone

10. Which theme is evident in the poem?
A) The joy of exploration
B) The dangers of the unknown
C) The preservation of nature’s mysteries

D) The chaos of the natural world
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Short Answer Questions

1. How does the poet use personification in the poem?

2. What is the effect of the metaphor "The river weaves its winding path"?

3. ldentify the rhyme scheme of the second stanza.

4. How does the poet create a sense of mystery in the poem?
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5. Discuss the significance of the "silent forest" in the poem.

6. What does the phrase "ancient tales the winds bestow" suggest about the forest?

7. How does the poet use contrast to emphasize the forest's stillness?

8. What role does the river play in the poem?
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9. How does the poet convey the passage of time in the poem?

10. What is the overall message of the poem regarding nature?
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Answer Key

Multiple Choice Answers:
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10.

C) A silent forest

B) Guardians of secrets

C) Personification

B) Mysterious

A) The forest is untouched by humans

B) Personification

B) The river speaks of ancient history

A) Reflective

B) It implies that the trees are hiding something
C) The preservation of nature’s mysteries

Short Answer Key:

1.

w

10.

The poet personifies the forest and its elements, describing trees as "guardians" and the
river as "murmuring,” giving them human-like qualities that add depth and mystery to the
setting.

The metaphor "The river weaves its winding path" suggests the river's movement is
purposeful and graceful, like a thread being woven, emphasizing the natural beauty and
intricacy of the landscape.

The rhyme scheme of the second stanza is AABB.

The poet creates a sense of mystery through imagery like "whispers low," "ancient
tales," and "secrets nobody knows," which evoke a hidden world within the forest.

The "silent forest" represents a place of untouched, ancient wisdom and mystery, where
nature’s secrets are preserved away from human interference.

The phrase "ancient tales the winds bestow" suggests that the forest is a repository of
history and knowledge, with the wind acting as a storyteller passing down these old
stories.

The poet contrasts the silence and stillness of the forest with the subtle sounds like
"whispers" and "rustling leaves," highlighting the forest’s tranquil and enigmatic
atmosphere.

The river serves as a symbol of time and continuity, weaving through the forest and
connecting the present with the past, carrying the echoes of history.

The poet conveys the passage of time through the river's murmuring of "times from long
ago" and the reference to "roots so old," suggesting that the forest has witnessed many
eras.

The overall message of the poem is that nature holds deep, untold mysteries that are
preserved in its silence and stillness, and that these secrets are to be respected and
cherished.
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