Year 8 Poetry 14: The Quiet Village

Read the following poem and answer the questions below:

The Quiet Village

In a village small and still,

Where the days move at their will,
Cottages with ivy dress,

Speak of peace and quietness.

Cobblestone paths, worn and gray,

Lead through gardens where children play.
Old trees stand as silent guards,

Keeping watch on life’s regards.

The clock tower chimes with gentle sound,
Its echoes drift from town to town.

No rush, no hurry fills the air,

Just the calm of simple care.

Each house tells a story old,
Of lives lived and tales retold.
In this tranquil, timeless place,
One finds solace and grace.

So if you seek a quiet spell,

Come and listen, come and dwell.

For in this village’s embrace,

There’s a peace that time cannot erase.
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Multiple Choice Questions
1. What is the primary subject of the poem?
A) A bustling city
B) A quiet village
C) A busy market

D) A noisy factory

2. What does the village symbolize in the poem?
A) Modernity
B) Peace and simplicity
C) Chaos and excitement

D) Wealth and power

3. Which language technique is used in "Cottages with ivy dress"?
A) Metaphor
B) Personification
C) Alliteration

D) Hyperbole

4. What mood is created by the line "Speak of peace and quietness"?
A) Tense
B) Cheerful
C) Tranquil

D) Anxious
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5. How does the poet describe the pace of life in the village?
A) Fast and urgent
B) Slow and leisurely
C) Noisy and hurried

D) Chaotic and busy

6. What is suggested by the line "Old trees stand as silent guards"?
A) The trees are actively involved in the village life
B) The trees protect and observe the village quietly
C) The trees are replaced by modern structures

D) The trees are being cut down for development

7. Which language technique is evident in "The clock tower chimes with gentle sound"?
A) Onomatopoeia
B) Simile
C) Alliteration

D) Hyperbole

8. What does the phrase "A peace that time cannot erase" suggest about the village?
A) The village’s peace is temporary
B) The village’s peace is enhanced by modernization
C) The village’s peace is enduring and unaffected by change

D) The village’s peace is fleeting and fragile
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9. How does the poet create a sense of nostalgia in the poem?
A) By describing modern conveniences
B) By focusing on the village’s peaceful and traditional aspects
C) By contrasting the village with a busy city

D) By using contemporary language and themes

10. Which of the following is a theme of the poem?
A) The excitement of city life
B) The charm of historical buildings
C) The tranquility of rural life

D) The benefits of technological advancement
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Short Answer Questions

1. How does the poet use personification in the poem?

2. What is the effect of the metaphor "Old trees stand as silent guards"?

3. Identify the rhyme scheme of the poem.

4. How does the poet convey the sense of tranquility in the village?
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5. Discuss the significance of the clock tower’s gentle chime in the poem.

6. What role do the cobblestone paths play in the portrayal of the village?

7. How does the poet use imagery to describe the village’s setting?

8. What is the mood conveyed in the final stanza, and how is it achieved?
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9. How does the poet contrast the village with more modern or busy places?

10. What is the overall message of the poem about the village?
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Answer Key

Multiple Choice Answers:
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10.

B) A quiet village

B) Peace and simplicity

B) Personification

C) Tranquil

B) Slow and leisurely

B) The trees protect and observe the village quietly

A) Onomatopoeia

C) The village’s peace is enduring and unaffected by change
B) By focusing on the village’s peaceful and traditional aspects
C) The tranquility of rural life

Short Answer Key:

1.

w

10.

The poet personifies the cottages and trees by suggesting they "speak” and "stand as
silent guards,"” attributing human-like qualities to them that emphasize their role in
creating the village’s peaceful atmosphere.

The metaphor "Old trees stand as silent guards" suggests that the trees are like watchful
protectors of the village, silently observing and safeguarding the tranquility of the place.
The rhyme scheme of the poem is ABAB.

The poet conveys a sense of tranquility by describing the village as peaceful, with
leisurely pace, and highlighting its timeless and simple charm.

The clock tower’s gentle chime symbolizes the slow and steady passage of time,
contributing to the sense of calm and continuity in the village.

The cobblestone paths contribute to the portrayal of the village as traditional and serene,
enhancing the overall sense of a timeless, peaceful place.

The poet uses imagery to describe the village’s setting by depicting the ivy-covered
cottages, cobblestone paths, and the gentle chime of the clock tower, creating a vivid
picture of a peaceful rural environment.

The mood conveyed in the final stanza is one of calm and contentment, achieved by
emphasizing the enduring peace of the village and its ability to offer solace and
tranquility.

The poet contrasts the village with modern or busy places by focusing on its simplicity,
tranquility, and the absence of rush or noise, highlighting the village’s unique, peaceful
qualities.

The overall message of the poem is that the village represents a place of enduring
peace and simplicity, offering a timeless refuge from the complexities and hurry of
modern life.
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