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Year 7 Poetry 10: The Old Oak Tree 

Read the following poem and answer the questions below: 

 

The Old Oak Tree 

In the heart of the quiet wood, 

Where time has lingered, where it stood, 

An oak tree tall, with branches wide, 

Its roots deep in the earth reside. 

It’s seen the seasons come and go, 

From winter’s frost to summer’s glow, 

The leaves that once were green and bright, 

Now dance in autumn’s golden light. 

Beneath its shade, the children play, 

Their laughter echoes through the day, 

But as the years drift slowly by, 

The oak remains, reaching for the sky. 

Its bark is rough, with lines and scars, 

A testament to years and stars, 

It whispers tales of days gone by, 

Of morning dew and evening sky. 

But even as the world moves on, 

The oak stands firm from dusk till dawn, 

A symbol of enduring grace, 

Of nature’s wisdom, time’s embrace. 
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Multiple Choice Questions 

1. What is the main subject of the poem? 

A) A river 

B) A mountain 

C) An oak tree 

D) A meadow 

 

2. How does the poet describe the oak tree's age? 

A) As young and fragile 

B) As old and enduring 

C) As weak and withering 

D) As recently planted 

 

3. Which literary device is used in "Its bark is rough, with lines and scars"? 

A) Simile 

B) Personification 

C) Metaphor 

D) Imagery 

 

4. What do the "lines and scars" on the oak tree represent? 

A) The damage from a storm 

B) The passage of time and experiences 

C) The tree’s youth 

D) The tree's illness 
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5. The phrase "leaves that once were green and bright" illustrates: 

A) Personification 

B) Alliteration 

C) Imagery 

D) Onomatopoeia 

 

6. What is the tone of the poem? 

A) Reflective 

B) Angry 

C) Joyful 

D) Frightening 

 

7. How does the poet convey the idea of the oak tree's wisdom? 

A) By describing its height 

B) By mentioning its age and endurance 

C) By detailing its leaves 

D) By comparing it to the sun 

 

8. What is the significance of the oak tree "standing firm from dusk till dawn"? 

A) It represents the tree's resilience and stability 

B) It shows the tree’s struggle 

C) It highlights the tree’s weakness 

D) It suggests the tree's loneliness 
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9. How does the poet use contrast in the poem? 

A) By comparing the oak tree to other trees 

B) By contrasting the oak tree’s age with the children’s youth 

C) By showing the difference between the seasons 

D) By describing the tree during the day and night 

 

10. What does the oak tree symbolize in the poem? 

A) Change and transformation 

B) Strength and endurance 

C) Fear and danger 

D) Growth and expansion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Free English Worksheets • www.successtutoring.com.au 

Short Answer Questions 
 

1. How does the poet use imagery to describe the oak tree? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What role does the oak tree play in the lives of the children? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Identify an example of personification in the poem. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How does the poet convey the passage of time in the poem? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. What is the significance of the oak tree's "whispers"? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How does the poet highlight the enduring nature of the oak tree? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What does the phrase "time’s embrace" suggest about the oak tree? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. How does the poet use the changing seasons to illustrate the oak tree's experience? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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9. What message does the poem convey about nature and time? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. How does the poet create a sense of reverence for the oak tree? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answer Key 

Multiple Choice Questions: 

1. C) An oak tree 

2. B) As old and enduring 

3. D) Imagery 

4. B) The passage of time and experiences 

5. C) Imagery 

6. A) Reflective 

7. B) By mentioning its age and endurance 

8. A) It represents the tree's resilience and stability 

9. B) By contrasting the oak tree’s age with the children’s youth 

10. B) Strength and endurance 

Short Answer Questions: 

1. The poet uses imagery such as "bark is rough, with lines and scars" and "leaves that 

once were green and bright" to create a vivid picture of the oak tree's appearance and 

history. 

2. The oak tree provides shade and a place for children to play, symbolizing its role as a 

stable and enduring presence in their lives. 

3. An example of personification is "It whispers tales of days gone by," giving the oak tree 

human-like qualities. 

4. The poet conveys the passage of time by describing the changing seasons and how the 

tree remains constant despite them. 

5. The oak tree's "whispers" represent the stories and memories it holds from the past, 

adding depth to its character. 

6. The poet highlights the enduring nature of the oak tree by emphasizing its age, 

resilience, and the way it stands firm through time. 

7. The phrase "time’s embrace" suggests that the oak tree is closely connected to the 

passage of time, symbolizing its deep roots in history. 

8. The poet uses the changing seasons to illustrate the oak tree's experience of life, 

showing how it adapts and endures through different phases. 

9. The poem conveys a message about the strength and wisdom of nature, and how it 

stands the test of time. 

10. The poet creates a sense of reverence for the oak tree by describing its age, its role in 

the lives of others, and its connection to the natural world. 
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