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Year 10 Poetry 14: Echoes of the Ancient Path 

Read the following poem and answer the questions below: 

 

Echoes of the Ancient Path 

Upon an old and winding road, 

Where shadows dance and moonlight gleams, 

A path once traveled, now erode, 

Is whispered in forgotten dreams. 

The stones, once laid with careful hands, 

Now cracked and covered, stories told, 

Trace journeys of forgotten lands, 

Where echoes of the past unfold. 

The trees that flanked the ancient way 

Stand gnarled and twisted by the years, 

Their leaves a muted shade of gray, 

Their branches bent with silent tears. 

The night, a veil of deep embrace, 

Hides secrets in the cool, still air, 

And every step a soft, faint trace 

Of lives once lived and shadows there. 

So wander through this ancient place, 

And listen to the whispers soft, 

For in each corner and each space, 

The past and present intertwine and loft. 
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Multiple Choice Questions 

1. What does the ancient path symbolize in the poem? 

A) The excitement of new beginnings 

B) The passage of time and the history that lingers 

C) The brightness of midday 

D) The certainty of modern life 

 

2. The phrase "Where shadows dance and moonlight gleams" is an example of: 

A) Simile 

B) Metaphor 

C) Imagery 

D) Hyperbole 

 

3. What is the mood of the poem? 

A) Mysterious 

B) Joyful 

C) Anxious 

D) Energetic 

 

4. The line "The stones, once laid with careful hands" suggests: 

A) The stones are new and well-maintained 

B) The stones have been neglected and are now cracked 

C) The stones are being replaced 

D) The path is frequently traveled 
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5. Which language technique is used in "The night, a veil of deep embrace"? 

A) Simile 

B) Metaphor 

C) Personification 

D) Alliteration 

 

6. The poet’s use of "The trees that flanked the ancient way" implies: 

A) The trees are newly planted 

B) The trees are well-maintained and vibrant 

C) The trees have aged and are now gnarled 

D) The trees are not mentioned 

 

7. How does the poet convey a sense of history in the poem? 

A) By describing the modern aspects of the path 

B) Through the imagery of the ancient and weathered path 

C) By focusing on the excitement of new beginnings 

D) Through the portrayal of a busy city street 

 

8. What theme is explored in the poem? 

A) The beauty of new growth 

B) The persistence of history and the passage of time 

C) The excitement of discovery 

D) The certainty of progress 
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9. How does the poet create a sense of mystery in the poem? 

A) By depicting a vibrant, modern path 

B) Through the imagery of shadows and moonlight, and the whispers of the past 

C) By focusing on the brightness of the sun 

D) Through the description of a bustling park 

 

10. What is the effect of the final stanza? 

A) It suggests that the ancient path has no historical significance. 

B) It reinforces the idea that the past and present are intertwined in the ancient path. 

C) It highlights the excitement of new beginnings. 

D) It implies that the path is beyond repair. 
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Short Answer Questions 

1. How does the poet use imagery to convey the theme of history in the poem? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Discuss the significance of the trees and their impact on the mood of the poem. 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Analyze the impact of the phrase "The stones, once laid with careful hands." 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What does the poet suggest about the relationship between past and present in the 

poem? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. Explain the meaning of the line "The night, a veil of deep embrace." 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How does the poem’s structure contribute to its overall meaning? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What role does personification play in developing the poem’s theme? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. How does the poet create a sense of continuity between past and present in the poem? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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9. In what ways does the poem explore the theme of time’s passage and its 

effects? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. How does the ending of the poem reinforce the idea of the intertwined nature of past and 

present? 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Answer Key 

Multiple Choice Answers: 

1. B) The passage of time and the history that lingers 

2. C) Imagery 

3. A) Mysterious 

4. B) The stones have been neglected and are now cracked 

5. B) Metaphor 

6. C) The trees have aged and are now gnarled 

7. B) Through the imagery of the ancient and weathered path 

8. B) The persistence of history and the passage of time 

9. B) Through the imagery of shadows and moonlight, and the whispers of the past 

10. B) It reinforces the idea that the past and present are intertwined in the ancient path. 

Short Answer Key: 

1. The poet uses imagery such as "The stones, once laid with careful hands" and "The 

trees that flanked the ancient way" to convey the theme of history, illustrating how the 

path has weathered over time and still holds remnants of its past. 

2. The trees, described as "gnarled and twisted by the years," add to the poem’s 

mysterious and melancholic mood, highlighting the effects of time on the once-pristine 

path. 

3. The phrase "The stones, once laid with careful hands" emphasizes the contrast between 

the path’s original, well-crafted state and its current neglected condition, reflecting the 

passage of time. 

4. The poet suggests that past and present are interconnected through the depiction of the 

ancient path, where remnants of history persist and influence the present. 

5. The line "The night, a veil of deep embrace" suggests that the night envelops the path in 

a mysterious and protective manner, adding to the sense of mystery and timelessness. 

6. The poem’s structure, with its vivid descriptions and rhythmic flow, reflects the gradual 

passage of time and the enduring presence of history, enhancing the overall theme. 

7. Personification, such as describing the night as a "veil of deep embrace" and the path as 

whispering in dreams, adds depth to the poem by attributing human qualities to 

inanimate elements, enriching the theme of historical continuity. 

8. The poet creates a sense of continuity by blending imagery of the ancient path with its 

current state, showing how history and memory persist and interact with the present. 

9. The poem explores the theme of time’s passage by depicting the path’s transition from a 

carefully laid road to a weathered and neglected one, reflecting how time affects all 

things. 

10. The ending of the poem reinforces the idea of intertwined past and present by 

suggesting that the ancient path still holds echoes of its history, bridging the gap 

between different eras. 
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1. The structure of the poem, with its steady rhythm and rhyming couplets, mirrors the idea  
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